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rely only on the size and stoutness of 
the hook, and on its dressing. Bodies 
of water-absorbent material—perhaps 
ribbed with wire—or heavier alter-
natives such as aluminium dubbing 
will increase the sink rate. Bodies of 
waterfowl feathers and some artifi-
cial materials can slow it by retaining 
air. A size 12 nymph with no added 
weight usually sinks at around 10 cm 
a second. 

Bead-head flies sink at different 
rates depending on the size and den-
sity of the bead. In order of speed 
from slow to fast, the materials list 
looks like this: alloy, brass, copper, 
lead and tungsten. For a given size of 
bead, tungsten sinks almost twice as 
fast as brass.

Your tippet and leader will also in-
fluence the sink rate—too thick and too 
much, and you’ll get nowhere near the 
bottom. For deep nymphing there’s a 
lot to be said for a 10' length of 3 kg 
tippet running straight off your fly line. 
You’ll find better casting on Home And 
Away, but that’s the trade-off.

STYLE & COLOUR
You may be told that all ya need is a 
bit of wool off a barbed wire fence. It 
looks natural and does well in some 
situations. But if you’re wandering 
around the countryside with just one 
type of indicator, in one colour, you’re 
doing yourself no favours.

Fly weight is a consideration, and 
some materials are more buoyant 
than others. Rough water can water-
log a hair-type indicator and make 
it sink, where a foam or hollow type 
would be just fine. Yet on a flat, clear, 
slow moving stretch of water a loudly-
coloured, proudly-sitting foam indica-
tor might spook wary trout. 

Indicators don’t come in six colours 
for no reason. They are coloured so 
you can see them regardless of the 
conditions. Looking into the afternoon 

sun as the reflected surface tries to 
burn out your retinas, despite your 
sunnies, is no fun at all. In this situa-
tion a bright yellow or white indicator 
is nearly useless but a green or black 
one is perfect. It really pays dividends 
to have a few alternative colours. And 
think of the spooky ones sitting deep 
in the bubble line. They won’t think 
twice about a white hair or wool indi-
cator because it looks a lot like the 
foamy white bubbles coming down. 
Colour is your friend. Embrace it!

 T 
raditionalists sneer that indica-
tors should just be called floats. 
So let’s be upfront about it: that’s 
exactly what they are. They do 
only two things, which go hand 
in hand with each other—suspend 

your fly at a particular depth, then 
indicate whether you have a bite.

Like them or loathe them, indica-
tors are an integral part of today’s 
all-round fly fisher’s kit. In fact there’s 
an over-abundance of them on the 
market. So what’s what, and which 
one should you use? 

GETTING DOWN
There are times when an indicator 
can enhance fishing with very small 
and/or very low-riding dry flies that 
are hard to see, but you will normally 
use one when fishing sub-surface with 
a nymph, and the nymph will usually 
be weighted in some way.

Lead has been used in fishing gear 
since cocky was an egg. From at least 
the turn of the 20th century, the 
northern Italians were putting glass 
beads at the front of their flies to 
add sparkle and weight. Eighty years 

later, drilled brass beads became a hit 
in Europe and then the world. Now, 
whether it’s tungsten beads or paint-
ed lead eyes or coloured wire, we’re 
all going down like the Titanic and 
there’s no stopping us.

The idea behind fishing a nymph 
or indeed any wet fly upstream is to 
enable it to come down the waterway 
in an unrestricted manner, sinking 
either slowly or quickly depending on 
circumstances. A number of factors 
govern how your fly will sink. 

Flies tied with no added weight 

Adam Royter keeps an eye on the indicator market.

Bobbers&
Pimps  Floats

Tracking the indicator while the nymph does the business.When a chunk of stinky old sheep’s wool stops tweaking your fancy,  
there’s an uber-load of foam and plastic baubles waiting for you to discover.

...you will normally 
use one when fishing 
sub-surface wiTh  
a nymph, and  
The nymph will 
usually be weighTed 
in some way.

You can’t beat tungsten! If you’re going to get down, you might as well get down quickly. 
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the way to get this one on is simple 
and distinct. Pass your leader through 
the silicone rubber tube, then stretch 
it to squeeze into the thin slit in the 
indicator. If like me you like to use a 
straight section of 3 or 4 kg, then all 
you need do is give the rubber tube 
a little twist before inserting! You can 
even kink one end of it down to face 

the nymph for that ‘perfect’ presenta-
tion. Colours are black, white, orange 
and yellow. Get pimped at www.fish 
pimpco.com.

WESTWaTER PRODUCTS  
ThINGamabObbER  
(3 PER PaCk) – $4.99
Looking for indicators able to sup-
port two tungsten-eyed nymphs being 
chucked-n-ducked in the north of NZ 
in June? Then lead me straight to the 
irresistibly-named Thingamabobber! 
This indicator is a microbubble of 
genius. It’s quite simply a very small 
balloon with a line guide in it! 

For most applications you simply 
pinch the leader together and pass it 

in through the line guide, then take it 
up and over the indicator. This works 
great and stays in place for most of 
the time. But if you find you’re using 
those pesky thin leaders, you might 
need a Thingamabobber with Jam-
Stop. No, I’m not kidding! This wreck-
ing ball of the indicator industry has 
its own ‘stopper peg’ to nail it to your 

line so it doesn’t move a muscle.
They come in four sizes (1/2", 

3/4", 1", 1¼") and in four colours: 
white, orange, yellow and red. Also, 
check out the Unibobber and the 
Thingamabody—pure gold! Find them 
at www.westwaterproducts.com.

DavE WhITLOCk’S  
TELSTRIkE INDICaTOR  
(3 PER PaCk) – $5.99
Anything that takes 50 years to per-
fect has got to be good, and Whitlock 
is a master nympher. This is a standard 
yarn indicator, but with a post running 
up out of the middle like a flagpole. 
This coloured post stands to atten-
tion when your nymph has reached 

its set depth, and also helps locate 
whether your nymph is upstream or 
downstream of the indicator. Oddly, it 
also makes it a more sensitive register 
of strikes. The Telstrike is available 
in small, medium and large sizes and 
in five colours: yellow, orange, black, 
white and Stealth orange. Check them 
out at www.feather-craft.com.

CaLIfORNIa fLYfIShING INS-
Ta-SET INDICaTOR  
(4 PER PaCk) – $6.99
Styrene foam balls have been used as 
indicators forever. Gone are the days 
of trying to break a twig off a tree 

aTTaChmENTS
Most people can’t be bothered putting 
on an indicator to fish deep, only to 
have to take it off again and continue 
fishing the dry fly. As a result, all 
those fish laugh as you walk past, until 
someone who is fishing the upstream 
nymph comes along. The truth is that 
it takes no longer than ten seconds 
to put an indicator on and take it off 
again. 

Skip’s Originals are right up there 
with some of the fastest ‘put on, take 
off’ indicators in the world, and are a 
firm favourite because they also work 
exceptionally well. Some others are a 
little more time-consuming to attach, 
but you really need to work out what 
you’re doing for the day and select 
smarter for the job at hand. If you’re 
in New Zealand’s North Island in June 
and you’re fishing a river, chances 
are you’ll need that indicator on all 
day, and being able to pull it out of 
trees and blackberries is also on the 
cards. In that case, one that attaches 
strongly by passing the line through a 
closed point in the indicator is a good 
thing. Whitlock’s Telstrike, and Thin-
gamabobbers, come to mind here. But 
do some fact-finding about what’s out 
there and how it will best work for 
you. Once you’ve done your home-
work, go out and buy some! It won’t 
exactly bust your wallet.

My own small revolution began 
when I saw Gary Borger in his iconic 

film Nymphing slide a small piece of 
brightly coloured tubing over a knot 
in his leader, then use it as an indica-
tor. Now we are spoilt for choice. 

Here are a few of my current 
favourites. Whichever you choose to 
use, make sure you get more than 
one type. It’s also a good idea to get 
some indicators that are larger than 
you think you’ll ever need. You never 
know when you’re going to need a 
daisy chain of tungsten bead-heads to 
get to the bottom of things! 

LOON STRIkE OUT 
30 Cm x 4 mm – $6.99
I’ve been using this gear for years. 
Although it comes in a neat little pack, 
this is not as short as it looks, so you 
can use it to suspend small flies and 
double or triple the dose for larger 
flies! This yarn is an ultra-fine syn-
thetic and is very good friends with 

the ‘Hydrostop’ treatment it gets from 
Loon. Consequently the yarn is sur-
rounded by an envelope of air which 
water struggles to penetrate. You’ll 
need to be able to tie an indicator 
knot in your leader to use this stuff, 
but Strike Out is reusable if you’re 
careful getting it off. It comes in three 
bright colours, aiding sight: yellow, 
orange and white.

Loon manufactures eight different 
styles of indicators. Check them all 
out at www.loonoutdoors.com.

aNGLING EvOLUTION fISh 
PImP (6 PER PaCk) – $9.99
I’m a little slow on the uptake at times, 
so I’ve only been using these for about 
a year or so. These incredibly buoyant, 
floating indicators get their ‘bouncy’ 
properties using a type of foam that’s 
30 per cent lighter than normal. 

The Pimp’s radical shape and aero-
dynamic dimples make it so easy to 
cast that you won’t even know you 
have it on! Speaking of having it on, 

Pimps, Floats & Bobbers. . . continued

indicaTors don’T come 
in six colours for 
no reason. They are 
coloured so you can 
see Them regardless of 
The condiTions.

Kristina Royter shows how it’s done,  
using a 6'10" 4-weight, small yarn indicator 

and a size 14 beadhead nymph. 

Eyeing off some serious indicator real estate.

Fast shallow runs are loaded with fish.

Ready-to-go yarn. Buoyant and easy to cast.

Just the thing. Sensitive strike detector.

Simple but effective.
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branch so as you can shove it in the 
tiny hole and jam it on your leader! 
Insta-Set indicators, distributed by 
Umpqua, have fixed that problem by 
setting a looped piece of silicone tub-
ing through the hole. Passing your 
leader through the loop and tugging it 
up tight is all you need do to fix it in 
place for short-line casts.

If you’re looking to cast long and 
have the leader at the same angle as 

the falling fly (a very good idea), you 
just crank it up until the leader goes 
inside—now you can cast like a mad-
man and it should stay put! The little 
silicone tube stands up with a posi-
tive ‘bing’ to let you know you have 
an inquiry on Line One, whilst also 
giving the direction of your nymph. 
Simple is awesome, and that’s what 
you get from the Insta-Set. They come 
in three sizes and two colours: yellow 

and red. See them at www.california-
flyfishing.com.

SkIP’S ORIGINaLS  
TURN-ON STRIkE INDICaTOR 
(4 PER PaCk) – $9.99
Skip Halterman introduced his indica-
tor in 1991, and it was around 1993 
when I first got my hands on some. 
I was amazed at the intricate foam 
moulding and even more amazed at 
how well they worked. A simple sty-
rene float of two halves held together 
with a rubber ‘dog-bone’ and a slit 
between them for your line. These 
two halves are made with an inter-
locking shape, so once you have 
inserted your line and twisted the 
two halves in opposite directions, they 
lock! The key is the rubber dog-bone 
gripping your line—this simple and 
effective stopper won’t damage it, and 
can be moved in a second.

The real bonus of these indicators 
is you can put them on without tak-
ing your fly off, and adjust them in an 
instant. The latest TOSI is now avail-
able. It’s the same thing—just more 
2010 than 1990! Skip’s gone all out 
with the spectrum of colours—yellow, 
orange, orange/yellow, green, green/
pink and white. Sizes are small, medi-
um and large. www.skipsoriginals.com

Sheer buoyancy isn’t necessarily the 
only criterion of an indicator’s useful-
ness in a particular situation, but for 
what it’s worth, I performed a little 
test to see which one of these indica-
tors has the most floating ability. In 
the controlled scientific environment 
of the kitchen, the air-filled indicator 
was king, floating up to 3.2 g. Styrene 
floated 2 g, and foam 0.8 g.

Indicator fishing is bloody good fun, 
and one of the most effective ways of 
catching fish. But helmets not includ-
ed, and don’t forget to duck! F L

Pimps, Floats & Bobbers. . . continued
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Indicator Man wrestling a rainbow in fast, deep water.

Easy to put on, easy to adjust.

Putting them to the test.
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