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 T
he head and the wings of the 
fly are tied on a wire frame, 
while the body and tail are tied 
to the hook shank. The Hatch-
ling is tied using a Kahle hook 
such as Mustad’s 37140 pat-

tern. The wide gape and upturned 
point afford maximum clearance for 
better hook-ups while keeping the  

fly relatively weedless. The low-riding 
hook also shifts the centre of gravity, 
helping the fly to right itself if it lands 
upside down. Trimming the body flat 
and low along the underside also 
helps with this. 

Fish like cod, bass and barra will 
suck down a big fly, but fish with 
smaller mouths may need a slightly 
smaller fly. I’ve caught a range of 
different species on Hatchlings from 
size 6 to 5/0. But the size of the fly 
isn’t just governed by the hook size—
the length of the wire frame is also 
important. To minimise the weight 
of the fly and keep it casting like a 
bullet, make your frame length and 
wire loops as small as practical. The 
loop to which you tie your line should 
be tiny, while the one on which the 
hook will hinge should be larger. 
The upper edge of this rear loop 
should be in-line with the frame, with 
the loop extending below the frame.  

Materials
• Wire cutters
• Needle-nose pliers
• Stainless steel wire such as Sea-

horse No.8 trace wire
• Sharp scissors 
• Broad, soft feathers with flexible 

stems (Do not use marabou, hackle 
or flight feathers).

• Deer hair
• A comb to remove the underfur 

from each clump of deer hair 
• Flat waxed nylon tying thread
• Tarzans Grip glue
• Superglue (liquid) 
• Doll eyes with stems cut off or, 

for a lighter fly, stick-on goggle eyes 
with flat back 

• Mustad 37140 Kahle hooks with 
barbs flattened

• 6/0 tying thread
 

Method
The head and the wings of the  

fly are tied on a wire frame, while 
the body and tail are tied to the 
hook shank. 

Fish like cod, bass and barra will 
suck down a big fly, but fish with 
smaller mouths may need a slightly 
smaller fly. I’ve caught a range of 
different species on Hatchlings from 
size 6 to 5/0. But the size of the fly 
isn’t just governed by the hook size 
- the length of the wire frame is also 
important.  
To minimise the weight of the fly and 
keep it casting like a bullet, make 
your frame length and wire loops as 
small as practical. 

The loop to which you tie your 
line should be tiny, while the one on 
which the hook will hinge should be 
larger. The upper edge of this rear 
loop should be in-line with the frame, 
with the loop extending below the 
frame. This is just another way to 
help ensure the fly sits the right way 
on the water. 

Josh Davis thinks big when it comes to tying flies.

Hatchling
The
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The wire frame
1. Using needle-nose pliers, bend 

the wire frame to a size appropri-
ate for the hook length. The shank 
lengths should match. It is easiest 
to bend the small tie-down tags at 
the ends before bending the loops. 
Make one loop slightly larger than 
the other.

2. Attach the small loop on the 
wire frame to hook eye.

3. Lock the loops in the vice jaws 
and bind tightly closed with thread. 
Coat wraps in superglue and let dry.

 
The tail and the body

Grip the hook so the point is cov-
ered by the vice jaws. This prevents 
the thread from catching the hook 
point and protects your fingers when 
you force the deer hair back.

4. Start the thread a few millime-
tres above the bend of the hook and 
wrap back to just below the bend. 
Cut a small clump of deer hair (half 
the diameter of a pencil). Holding 
the hair tightly near the base, run a 
comb through to remove the under-
fur then cut the tips even. Lay the 
hair along the hook shank just above 
the bend. Make two loose wraps 
over the hair and tighten. As the hair 
flares release your grip and allow 
the hair to spin and distribute evenly 
around the shank as you make a fur-
ther two wraps. Sweep the hair back 
with your fingers, move the thread 
forward through the hair, and make 

two more wraps immediately in front 
Sweep all the hair back and pinch-
ing it together, cut it off close to the 
hook to create a small ball. 

5. Select three short, broad feath-
ers and tie them in with the concave 
side facing down and the feather 
protruding back past the bend of the 
hook. One feather should be oriented 
on the top of the hook and the other 
two, slightly overlapping on either 
side of the central feather. Coat the 
wraps with superglue and let dry. 

6. Continue tying in pencil-thick 
clumps of hair along the rest of the 
hook shank. After each clump, use 
your fingers to force the base of the 
hair back, ensuring it is packed tight. 

7. Once you reach the eye of the 
hook, whip finish and coat the knot 
with superglue. A small amount of 
Tarzans grip (not superglue) applied 
at the knot and wiped back over the 
face of the hair will help keep it from 
pointing forward and crowding the 
hinge. The small space where the 
hinge is will be hidden by the wings 
and the hair. 

8. Take the hook from the vice and 
cut the hair flat and low along the 
underside of the hook. Trim the hair 
along the top and to a lesser extent 
along the sides of the fly to an even 
length, tapering very slightly towards 
the tail of the fly. Maintain more 
length on the top and sides than  
the underside.

 
The wings and the head

9. Grip the rear (larger) loop in the 
vice and reattach the thread at this 
point. I use tape or a rubber band 
over the back of the vice to hold the 
hook straight and stop it falling down 
into my way while I’m work on the 
front half of the fly.

10. Select two feathers of similar 
size, shape and markings for the 
wings. Tie a feather to each side of 
the wire, facing backwards with the 
concave side facing out. Passing the 
thread behind the feathers in a fig-
ure-eight pattern helps to push them 
out and forward. Try to avoid kink-
ing the stems of the feathers. Coat 
the thread wraps with superglue  
and let dry.

4.

6.

7.
10.

9.

5.

7.
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11. Tie in a clump of deer hair 
along the top of the wire over the 
thread wraps as per step 4, but do 
not allow it to spin. Repeat on the 
underside. Not spinning the hair 
avoids the wings twisting on the 
hook shank. Push hair back and 
secure thread in front.

12. Spin clumps of deer hair along 
the remainder of the wire, compact-
ing each one back. Whip finish and 
coat the knot with superglue.

13. Trim and shape the head; short 
and flat on the underside, tapering 
on the top and sides. 

14. Glue the eyes to the side of 
the head with Tarzans Grip. A drop 
of Tarzans Grip can also be used to 
flatten the hair around the face of 
the fly, adding shape to the head 
and helping the fly to pop and push 
water when retrieved.

15. Colour body and head with 
waterproof markers if desired.

They play for keeps 
and To give Them 
whaT They wanT, 
someTimes you’ve 
goT To cuT Through 
The food chain and 
redefine The rules 
for ausTralian 
condiTions.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Read the full article in  
FlyLife 58, Summer 2009/10


